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Happy to hear from you
If you know someone in your community that has an 
interesting story to tell, who’s doing some interesting 
things - we’d love to hear about it. Chances are if you 
think it’s interesting - others will too - and we’re always 
open to ideas for stories, or features here.

Would you like your story, event or advertisement in 
The Aberdeen Whisper? Phone 02 6545 2888 or email:

Advertisements and Editorial - publications@huntervalleyprinting.com.au 
or       sconeadmin@huntervalleyprinting.com.au

Business Directory

you drive it, we fix it

66-68 MacQueen Street Aberdeen
6543 7715        0413 743 955

Stephen McEwan
Lic # MVRL49939

Trading Hours Mon - Fri 8.30am - 5.30pm
Open Saturdays by appointment

Lube Service  /  Brakes
Tyres  /  Auto Electrics

Mechanical Repairs  /  Pink Slips
Air-Con Service  /  Batteries

Log Book Services
Official Dealer of Kumho Tyres

6B Wilkins St Muswellbrook

6541 1799

framinggood.com.au

FOUND LOST 
MEMORIES?

Answers:
1. World Wide 

Web
2. Books
3. Marie Curie 

(1903)
4. Central Perk
5. Sumo 

wrestling
6. Hummingbirds
7. Potato
8. 206

9. Beyoncé (88 
nominations, 
including 
the 9 with 
Destiny’s 
Child)

10. LeBron 
James (over 
41,243 
points)

11. Nose

Whisper Trivia 
1.  In a website browser address bar, what does “www” 

stand for? 

2. Originally, Amazon only sold what kind of product?

3. Who was the fi rst woman to win a Nobel Prize?

4. What was the coffee shop named in the hit TV show 
Friends?

5. What is the national sport of Japan?

6. What are the only birds that can fl y backward?

7. Which vegetable was the fi rst to be grown in space?

8. How many bones are in the human body?

9. What singer holds the most Grammy nominations?

10. Who is the all-time leading NBA scorer?

11. The age of a lion can be determined by its?

Notes from Earle (Aberdeen Resident & U.H.S Councillor)

WHEN IS A RUMOUR, NOT A RUMOUR?
Ahh! The perils of public offi ce. Every word uttered or written can be subject to the, 
sometimes relentless, scrutiny of others. In the last edition of the “Whisper” I referred 
to the ‘rumour’ of a pool fund for Aberdeen. Now, according to my dictionary, a 
rumour is: “a currently circulating story or report of unverifi ed or doubtful truth.” Clearly, 
there was, (and still is!) a circulating story that consisted of unverifi ed claims which, 
unfortunately, then morphed into further unverifi ed claims, (conspiracy theories), about 
what happened to the funds that were allegedly accumulated.

One aspect of all this is that the timeframe in which all of this occurred is very unclear. 
Enquiries to Upper Hunter Shire Council, which only came into existence in 2004, 
have resulted in a confi dent declaration that there is no record of any such funds in 
their fi nance system. It seemed sensible to try to fi nd out the facts, if they existed, so it 
was included in the agenda of the Aberdeen Community Advisory Committee, (CAC), 
which met on Monday 10th February. At that meeting there was broad consensus that 
at some time in the past there had been a concerted push to raise funds for a town 
pool. However, the ‘vision’ for a pool ran far ahead of the fund-raising capabilities of 
an enthusiastic group of advocates and eventually, it seems, the project simply ran 
out of steam. That, however, still leaves a question hanging over what happened to 
those funds. A week later, the CAC had a follow-up meeting and at that meeting a 
manilla folder, with the title ‘Aberdeen Pool Fund’, was produced. It had been amongst 
some stored material from a local history group. It appeared to have a substantial 
amount of information in it. At the time I was told that I couldn’t look at the contents 
until permission was granted. I was okay with that, and I was happy to allow whatever 
process was necessary, confi dent that the ‘history’ would be illuminated. Unfortunately, 
on Wednesday 26th February I was told that I did not have permission to see those 
contents. I remain hopeful that the material in the folder will be made public at some 
time in the future. If not, then aspects of the ‘Aberdeen Pool Fund’ will remain a 
‘rumour’ and the speculation concerning those funds will undoubtedly continue.

THE ‘HOUNDS OF ABERDEEN’
Life in Aberdeen is nothing if it is not eventful! On 12th February, I encountered three 
relatively young dogs near the waste facility that appeared to have been abandoned. 
None had a collar on. I saw them again on the 13th and the 15th. They were reported 
to Council and, fortunately, there were a number of locals involved in feeding them 
and providing water and shelter. Those folk were concerned to try and ensure that 
these animals did not become ‘feral’ and disappear into the surrounding country and 
become a threat to the farming community. 

WELL, DONE!
Offi cial efforts to capture the dogs became a drawn-out affair with no success until 
24th February when one animal was tranquilized by the RSPCA and the next day 
another was successfully trapped by council staff. I understand the fi nal dog was 
captured by someone in the community around February 27th. The important point 
about this episode is that in the current environment, keeping a companion animal 
may become really diffi cult. There is NO SHAME in ringing Council and asking for 
assistance from the animal shelter staff. If you need assistance getting an unwanted 
animal to the shelter and none is forthcoming, make a call to me. (My details are on the 
Council website.) PLEASE DO NOT TAKE MATTERS INTO YOUR OWN HANDS AND 
ABANDON ANIMALS. The effort required to rectify that is substantial, not to mention 
the damage being done by all sorts of feral animals in the environment. A simple phone 
call is much easier.

OTHER COUNCIL MATTERS
At its February ordinary meeting, Council resolved to enter into a lease arrangement 
for the Hunter Warbirds tourist attraction at Scone Memorial Airport. Over the next 
fi ve years that is expected to improve Council fi nances by an estimated $2,000,000. 
The fi nancial situation facing council remains precarious and much effort is being 
expended to reverse that grim outlook. At both the state and federal levels there have 
been recent parliamentary committee reports that have reported on the fragile fi nancial 
situation faced by local governments Australia wide. Given the fate of countless reports 
in the past, there is a reasonable degree of concern that the pressing needs of local 
government will fall on ‘deaf ears’ in the higher levels of government.
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Celebrating Heritage
The  Aberdeen Meatworks Reunion On March 30, 2025, former 

employees and their families will come together to celebrate the legacy of 

the Aberdeen Meatworks, which closed its doors after an impressive 109 

years of operation.

This reunion promises to be an event fi lled with nostalgia, stories, and 

heartfelt memories as those who once knew the hum of the abattoir’s 

operations reconnect at the Aberdeen Sport and Recreation Club from 

11:45 AM to 6 PM. Established in 1890 after a group in London sought to 

create a facility for processing livestock. The Aberdeen Meatworks quickly 

became the heart of the community in the Upper Hunter Shire. At its peak, 

the meatworks employed around 480 local individuals, many of whom 

shared the pride of working in a facility that was the largest employer in 

the region.

Over the years, the meatworks became a place where generational ties 

thrived, with many families seeing their sons and daughters following in 

their footsteps to join the workforce, fostering strong connections and a 

unique sense of community. Attendees are encouraged to bring along 

photographs and memorabilia that refl ect their time at the meatworks, 

opening up opportunities to share stories that have become cherished 

pieces of local history. For many, these artifacts serve as windows into 

a time when the local economy thrived, and the sound of machinery 

blended with laughter and camaraderie. The event will also feature a 

delicious menu inspired by the diverse community in Aberdeen, with 

Chinese meals available to cater to various tastes.To assist with staffi ng at 

the club, please call 0402317463.

The Aberdeen Meatworks may no longer be in operation, but its spirit lives 

on through the stories and bonds forged by those who worked there. This 

reunion is not just a gathering; it’s a celebration of a shared past that plays 

a critical role in the identity of Aberdeen and its residents.

Mark March 30, 2025, on your calendars and prepare to step back in 

time, as we honor the legacy of the Aberdeen Meatworks and refl ect on 

the lives intertwined with its history. As the day unfolds, there will be ample 

opportunity for laughter, storytelling, and the rekindling of friendships that 

time may have distanced but never severed.

pictured from left to right: L.W. Davies, E. Jeff erson, Shirley Roper, 
Pauline LaHay, Hunter Taylor, Aub Harrison, Fay Roper, Frank Neely, Des 
Lloyd, Jean Roper, Ron Horder, Hetti Hine, Bernice Lloyd, Ruth Taylor, 
A.F Taylor
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Postie Bike Charity Challenge 
On April 9th, over 70 women, of all ages, all riding red postie bikes will 
set off on a fund raising mission called The Never Late Fe-Mail Postie 
Bike Ride, raising money for children’s medical fl ight charity Wings4kids. 
Wings4kidz supports families living in regional areas of NSW who are 
facing signifi cant and diffi cult challenges to access treatment for a child 
who requires air transport to a major city. Wings4Kidz is a registered 
charity and aims to lessen the signifi cant burden of long distance travel 
for these children and families by providing free air and ground transport. 

Rouchel resident, Marina Lee-Warner took part last year “ It was more 
fun than I could have imagined, the comradery amongst the riders was 
fantastic and a high level of support was on hand for those inevitable 
breakdowns, fl at tyres, tumbles and spills. We had some really heavy rain 
out west last year resulting in fl ooded roads, which just proved that the 
postie bike is unstoppable! It is a really fun and challenging way to raise 
money for a great charity, supporting vulnerable rural families, some of 
whom we met along the way and heard their personal stories of how they 
had been helped by Wings4kidz.”

The ride takes off on April 9th from Bathurst, with the Bathurst Mayor 
dropping the chequered fl ag as the bikes do a lap of honour around Mount 
Panorama. The riders will mainly be on dirt back roads going through 
Young, Temora, West Wyalong and fi nishing up in Parkes, covering 800 
klms over the 4 days. 

‘They are keeping us off the main roads as much as possible, the humble 
postie only goes about 60 kph fl at out, we don’t want to cause a bottle 
neck wherever we go. Stopping in at very small rural communities along 
the way for lunch, catered for by the local hall or tennis club were some 
of my favourite moments, reminding me of our own small communities 
here in the Upper Hunter and how willing they are to support a cause and 
provide hospitality. It is what keeps tiny communities thriving.’

The last 2 years rides raised more than $500,000, this being the third 
year the ride is taking place. ‘This year Muswellbrook Rotary Club has 

stepped in and provided very generous sponsorship & I would also 
like to acknowledge the wonderful support of the Scone CWA and for 
getting behind the fund raising drive.’ Marina added ‘and of course thank 
you to Hunter Valley Printing and The Aberdeen Whisper and readers. 
100% of all money raised will go to Wings4kidz, the riders are funding 
their individual participation, each with a fund raising goal. The charity 
organisers, doctors, mechanics and support crew who travel with us are 
all volunteering their time for this great cause.’

If you would like to support this novel fund raiser for a great cause, 
donations can be made at Aberdeen Post Offi ce, Aberdeen Surgery and 
Aberdeen Pharmacy by scanning the QR code on display. 

Supplied.

A big thank you to the Warrior Disability Service staff, parents and 
participants for delivering your Whisper. The service offers people 
with disabilities choices through group activities, one-to-one support, 
and in-home support. NDIS registered. Sally Pereira is the Director of 
Participant Services. The offi ce is situated at Shop 12 Brook Street 
Plaza, Muswellbrook, 0432 680 936.
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Plastics The Second Instalment 
by Doctor Dirt

Agriculture

This month’s instalment continues to explore the scourge of plastic 
pollution. I am going to focus on organised cleanups in this episode. 
It will take several articles to cover the massive problem to the local, 
national and the earth. Plastic pollution is prevalent throughout our 
catchments, rivers and oceans. Damaging and down grading at an 
accelerated rate to our environment. A signifi cant issue effecting 
fauna and humans.

Natural Geographic report has estimated in Australia 73% of beach 
litter is plastic. The top six plastic pollution in Australia by weight and/
or amounts are as follows: 

• Plastic Bottles, 5 billion single use drink bottles are used every 
year. A weight of 325,000 tonnes.

• Soft Plastic 70 billion pieces every year, such as food wrappers.
• Disposable packaging and containers, such as takeaways. This 

is very increasing source of pollution.
• Disposable Food ware items such as utensils, 7 million every 

day. Plastic straws, spoons etc.
• Cigarettes, this is recorded in beach clean ups as the most 

frequent item. These have non-biodegradable plastic component 
that takes over 12 years to breakdown often more than 30 years.

• Microplastics such as micro beads, microfi bers and fragments.

These six categories (only) are estimated to weigh 700 tonnes and 
contribute between 75 to 130 thousand tonnes of plastic pollution 
in Australia per year. These fi gures are extremely alarming and is 
accelerating, throughout Australia and surrounding seas and oceans.

Please note the above focus is plastic on beaches. As mentioned 
in my previous article it is estimated there are 705 thousand tonnes 
of discarded nets/fi shing lines in the world’s waterways and oceans. 
These are a very major source of deaths to marine animals, reptiles, 
fi sh and birds. Direct dumping of plastics into the oceans from human 
activities result in signifi cant pollution. However, the major source of 
sea, ocean and coastline plastic pollution originates from dumping 
rubbish on land and conveyed by water runoff into our waterways.  
The plastic pollution is signifi cant in our freshwater systems. They 
are prevalent fl oating and staying in suspension in the water, they are 
also deposited on stream beds and banks. A signifi cant pollution to 
aquatic animals, ecosystems (native fl ora and fauna).

Barnaby Joyce’s Election Tea 
Leaves
This election is not easy, it is far from a certainty yet it is fundamental to 
how our nation and you are going to fare in the next three years and the 
subsequent consequences from them. Intermittent power, with its wind 
towers and solar panel fi elds; driving up power prices, destroying your 
cost of living, making you poorer.  The live sheep trade being forced to 
shut, losing export dollars and putting downward pressure on the dollar; 
making imports dearer and making you poorer.  Overseas companies 
being given taxpayer money for intermittent power precincts and then the 
bill being handed to you.

A country which is currently run by a front bench that has never run a 
business.  Environmental laws to make the inner suburbs and the leafy 
ones of the capital cities feel virtuous whilst the farmer lives with an 
environmental police drone over their property. It is not just your local 
Member of Parliament that you have to understand has a role for better 
or worse in dealing with this, it is also your 12 Federal Senators from 
your state. You have a chance to have your say as you did in the Voice 
Referendum.  Make sure you say it. Don’t ever think your vote doesn’t 
matter, it is the only thing that can get your nation back on track.

I generally hate using the lines they put out as the pitch, “get your nation 

back on track”, but I will make an exception this time because our nation is 
bogged in the burrs.  It is trying to make so many others who are wealthy, 
who are doing quite well but don’t even live here whilst forgetting about 
those doing not so well who actually call Australia home.

Can you name one dam that the Labor Party has announced and started 
to build because I can name a few they have stopped.  Dungowan Dam, 
Hells Gate Dam, Urannah Dam, Emu Swamp Dam and also I suppose the 
Bowen Pipeline.  Can you name any major road off the coast they have 
announced to build because I can name one they have stopped, the third 
sealed road across Australia, the Outback Way connecting Townsville to 
Perth. Can you name part of any department that Labor has started to 
decentralise out of Canberra because I can name one they are trying to 
centralise back, the APVMA in Armidale. Can you name who the Labor 
Party Agriculture Minister is for Australia in one of the most important 
industries of Regional Australia?  Surely you can!  Well, it is Julie Collins, 
have you ever heard from her?

But I tell you what we have got from the Labor Party; their smashing of 
our landscape and seascape with their intermittent power precincts, so 
erroneously called “renewables”.  As if we are all so imbecilic that we 
fall for the sales pitch, as if it was nirvana delivered by a door to door 
salesman of vacuum cleaning products Now, Chris Bowen! There is a fella 
I bet you have heard of!

Supplied.

There are a number of Major Organisations involved in coordinating 
cleanups. There is a heavy reliance on volunteers and community efforts. 
We have all heard of Clean Up Australia but there are many other large 
focus groups throughout Australia such as Sea Shepard, Seaside 
Scavenge and Tangaroa Blue. 

Sea Shepard for example have assisted the very organised Dhimurra 
Aboriginal Corporation in clean up Northwest Arnhem Land. This area 
includes breeding areas of sea turtles.

Australians and the environment can thank Ian Kienan who 35 years 
ago created the “Cleanup Australia Day” this is held the fi rst Sunday 
in March every year. This is a date to consider for the future. Schools 
Cleanup Australia Day was Friday the 28th of February this year. Not only 
individuals, local governments, communities but also be businesses are 
involved. 

It is too late for this year to register for “Cleanup Australia Day”, but why 
not start the ball rolling for 2026. it may take time to focus on where and 
how to cleanup an area, generate interest and create a team. 
When you register online with “Cleanup Australia you and your team 
can be provided with safety and clean up equipment to undertake your 
project. Other Cleanup organisations (some are mentioned above) have 
similar sites to register and support programs.

There are plenty of areas you can focus in our areas, roadsides, parks, 
townships, rural areas, targeted environment vulnerable areas and 
riparian/waterways and fl owlines. It does not have to be the beaches. 
What we do in our areas will cleanup our environment and reduce 
damage elsewhere.
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Authorised by Dave Layzell MP, 
20 Bridge Street, 
Muswellbrook NSW 2333   
Funded using Parliamentary 
entitlements.

COST OF LIVING 
ASSISTANCE
The NSW Government has programs to assist with 
cost of living expenses.

Call Service NSW on 13 77 88 or visit your local 
Service Centre.

Check the Savings Finder:
www.service.nsw.gov.au/campaign/savings-finder

Dave Layzell MP
MEMBER FOR UPPER HUNTER
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The Latest on Vets Golf
RAINY GAME
Twenty Vets came to Denman for their monthly Stfd event on Feb 11. After a rather damp start 
with most players playing about 12 holes, the game had to be called off just after 11am due 
to heavy rain and storm conditions developing, and the radar not looking good. Thank you to 
Captain Mick McCormick for the shotgun start draw, and to all the generous Vets who provide 
rides in their cart’s spare seats each week. Denman course is in top condition.

CONDOLENCE TO JOHN MITCHELL
28 VET golfers played in the stroke and putting event at Aberdeen Sport and Recreation 
Ground on Tuesday, Feb 25. They all express deep condolences to the Aberdeen executive 
and members and the family of John Mitchell on his passing last Friday. John did lots of building 
and repair work at the club over many, many years for golfers and the other users of the facilities, 
for example tennis players and children and their parents, and so on. He will be sadly missed.

Captain Mick McCormick won the event with nett 70 from Paul Constable second 71, Tony 
Pearson third 72, Graham Newton fourth 73 and Robert Lawman fi fth 76 C/B. Balls went to 
Ron Shuttleworth and Albert Colbert on 76 and on 77 Graham Turvey, Sid Collison, Red Palmer 
and Brian Harshman. Mick won A Grade, Tony Pearson won B Grade and Robert Lawman 
won C Grade. The Bradman’s Trophy, kindly donated by Gary Morley was won by Geoff Barton.

Nearest the Pins: 4th Tony Pearson 13th Albert Colbert 16th Dave Kerr 9th Brian Harshman
18th Glenn Googe.

FUTURE EVENTS: 

• March 11, Stfd at Aberdeen during the WOG at Mbk

• March 18, Stfd at Denman

• March 25, at Scone Stfd 2bbb & individual; (Please book-in with Lindsay Hodge);

• April 1 Stfd at Mbk, MEDAL round, (please book-in with the proshop;

• April 8, Stfd at Denman; Green Fees go up to $20. April 15, Scone STROKE 8.30am 
(Daylight saving ends on Sunday, 6th April)

New Members welcome

Supplied.

State Matters with 
Dave Layzell MP
HOSPITAL FUND
Hunter New England Local Health District has 
been allocated $750,000 for upgrades to three 
hospitals in the Upper Hunter Electorate.The 
Regional Minor Works Program will enable 
Scott Memorial Hospital, Muswellbrook 
Hospital and Dungog Hospital to each receive 
$250,000 for improvements. An Emergency 
Department expansion at Scott Memorial, 
Scone will convert a temporary overfl ow area 
into a permanent space and support for the 
continuation of clinical care. Muswellbrook 
Hospital is to receive a new palliative care room 
with an ensuite and carer support space.

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS
Year 10 and 11 History students currently have 
the opportunity to apply for the Premier’s Anzac 
Memorial Scholarship. Up to 20 students from 
across the state will be selected to participate in 
the annual study tour during the Term 3 school 
holidays, departing Monday 29 September and 
returning on Friday 10 October.

Eligible students can apply online by submitting 
a personal essay, a letter of recommendation 
from their school and a parent consent 
form. Applications close Sunday 9 March 
with application information at: https://www.
veterans.nsw.gov.au/education/premiers-
anzac-memorial-scholarship/

NSW ELECTION 2027
The benefi t of the NSW Parliament having fi xed 
four-year terms will be demonstrated when the 
next State Election is held in 2027. At present, 
NSW is scheduled to go to the polls for a 
general election in late March 2027,which also 
coincides with Easter.
Supplied. The 2024/2025 season is nearing an end. Some of our athletes have been quite busy the last 

few months competing in carnivals as well as at our regular Friday nights.

At the All Schools Championships in Sydney 28 Sept – 2 Oct Ruby Brochtrup competed. Her 
results are: 100m run 11th overall 13.00; high jump 6th 1.50m; long jump 3rd 5.18m & triple 
jump 4th 10.79m. Ruby’s long jump result earned her a place in the NSW Team (for long jump) 
at the Australian All Schools Championships in Brisbane in December where she gained a 3rd 
place with a jump of 5.36m. A great effort. Well done Ruby!

At the Hunter Zone Championships at Maitland 30 Nov & 1 Dec, 4 athletes from Aberdeen 
competed. Their results are: 10’s Benjamin Roach - discus 2nd 18.51m; shot put 4th 5.63m; 
long jump 14th 2.39m. 14’s Grace Partridge - 800m run 4th 4-07.23; 1500m run 4th 8-06.88; 
1500m walk 1st 14-35.51; discus 5th 6.91m & triple jump 5th 6.24m. 14’s Archie Sellers-
Bentley - discus 1st 33.39m; shot put 3rd 7.28m & javelin 1st 27.26m. U20 Amelia Wadwell 
- long jump 1st 2.91m; discus 1st 14.24m; shot put 1st 5.97m & javelin 1st 13.75m. This was 
the fi rst year that U20’s could compete at Zone Championships. 

NSW Country Champions, 17-19 January at Maitland. Archie Sellers-Bentley – shot put, discus 
& javelin – 1st in each event. Region 2 Championships 7-9 Feb, at Maitland. 10’s Benjamin 
Roach – discus 12th 16.95m. 14’s Grace Partridge – 1500m run 8th 9-03.09; 1500m walk 4th 
14-19.99 & 800m run 9th 4-13.32. 14’s Archie Sellers-Bentley – javelin 1st 29.59m & shot put 
2nd 11.37m. U20 Amelia Wadwell – discus 1st 13.29m; javelin 1st 13.16m; shot put 1st 5.99m 
& long jump 1st 2.88m. Again, this was the fi rst time U20’s could compete at Region.

Our member, Ruby Brochtrup had to become a dual member with Mingara in order to compete 
at Region because of her commitments with other sports when our Zone Championships were 
held. 15’s Ruby Brochtrup 100m heat 2nd 12.92, fi nal 3rd 13.03; high jump 1st 1.60m; long 
jump 2nd 5.07m & triple jump 2nd 10.12. This month some of our athletes are off to State 
Championships in Sydney. Best of luck to you all. 
Supplied. 

Athletics

Championship Season

Pony Club News
What a fantastic start to a new fun fi lled year at 
Aberdeen Pony Club. Our fi rst rally day saw lots 
of old faces and we warmly welcome our new 
pony club friends. The kids tried their hands 
at showjumping, troop drill, sporting, exciting 
games and a cool off in the river afterwards. 
Thank you to our instructors and to the parents 
for all helping throughout the day. Our next rally 
day will be in conjunction with Scone Pony 
Club at scone grounds. More information will 
be posted on Facebook and sent out via email 
closer to the date. If you are interested in joining 
Aberdeen Pony Club please reach out via our 
Facebook page or pop down to our April rally 
day to see what’s pony club can offer.
Supplied.
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